
Your local Lib Dem Team has re-launched their bid to save
Rochdale Infirmary from Government cuts after renewed
warnings from senior healthcare workers that emergency
services are at breaking point.
Rochdale’s MP Paul Rowen is calling for an urgent review of the
‘crazy’ proposals to downgrade the Infirmary’s Accident &
Emergency and maternity departments.

He said: “It is clear from my meetings with staff that services are at
breaking point. I warned the government when they made the
decision to downgrade both our accident & emergency and
maternity units that this would lead to services across Greater
Manchester being stretched so far that it would have a detrimental
effect on patient care. We have to put the needs of local people
first. I am calling for the government to urgently review its decision
and not downgrade our hospital."

Local Councillor Dale Mulgrew said:“It is essential that we keep
these vital services local. For me, like the axing of our Post Office at
Buersil, this is yet another thoughtless decision by the Labour
Government which will affect many people in our area. It is time the
Labour Government listened to us! Please sign the petition
overleaf. Your support is vital!”

Save Our Hospital
* MP Calls for an urgent
review of ‘crazy’ decision

Rochdale’s MP Paul Rowen at Downing
Street with members of the Friends of
Our Hospital Campaign - presenting to
the government their signed petitions.

Your local team: Councillors
Dale Mulgrew, Liz Thirsk and
Pat Colclough - Putting
Balderstone & Kirkholt FIRST!

Councillor Dale
Mulgrew at the
Kickpitch alongside
local resident
Mandy Swift.

Focus is delighted to announce that
residents of Kirkholt are set to see
significant investment into a local
Kickpitch after the culmination of
three years hard work.
The Kickpitch, which is located at the
bottom end of Denholme/Digby Road,
will be receiving around £30,000 for
improvements which include replacing
damaged basketball nets, providing pitch
markings for football and replacing all
damaged fences.
Balderstone and Kirkholt

Councillor Dale Mulgrew, who has
fought hard for this funding since he was
first elected 2006, said: “It has taken
some considerable time, but I am
delighted to announce that we now have
a commitment for this much needed
work to be undertaken later on in the
year. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank Mr Shah of Denver
Road and Mandy Swift of Digby Road.
They are true community champions and
I thank them for their efforts. This is
great news for Kirkholt.”



Save Our Services
I/We, the undersigned, call on the Labour Government to stop the downgrading of
our Maternity and A&E services.  Rochdale needs these services, not more cuts.

Name(s)
Email/Phone
Address
Please Return to: Balderstone & Kirkholt Lib Dems, FREEPOST OL5575, Rochdale, OL16 1ZZ
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Your Lib Dem Team for our area
Councillor Pat Colclough

59 Greenfield Street
Rochdale, OL11 2JX

Tel: 649413
pat.colclough@rochdale.gov.uk

Councillor Liz Thirsk
113 Turf Hill Road

Rochdale, OL16 4XA
Tel: 672005

liz.thirsk@rochdale.gov.uk

Councillor Dale Mulgrew
14 Hawley Green

Rochdale, OL12 6ET
Tel: 657143

dale.mulgrew@rochdale.gov.uk

Focus is delighted to reveal that Lower Place Post
Office is now open again for business. Postmaster Jay
Patel purchased the business after his own Post Office
at Buersil was earmarked for closure by the
Government.
Councillor Pat Colclough said: “I was delighted to be able
to attend the re-opening of Lower Place Post Office in what
has been a difficult year for Postmaster Jay Patel. We all
witnessed him unfortunately losing Buersil post office due to
the Labour Government’s savage closure programme but
through his hard work in raising the plight of our post office he
clearly became the natural person to take over the Lower
Place site.”

Rochdale MP Paul Rowen has stepped up his call for an
end to fuel poverty amongst pensioners.
Paul, who is the Lib Dem Shadow Minister for Works and
Pensions, spoke up about issues affecting pensioners in a
recent debate in parliament. He has told the Government that
they have not put enough pressure on fuel companies to

reduce bills and he repeated his call for a restoration of the
link between pensions and earnings
Paul said: “The Government has not tackled fuel poverty.
They seem to be more interested in bailing out our bankers
than helping our pensioners. I will be continuing my campaign
to eradicate poverty amongst pensioners.”

Post
Office
Update

“Rochdale has a national
reputation for being a difficult
constituency Labour party.
They can be quite bullying!”
Simon Danczuk - Rochdale
OB 03/01/09

Labour try to halt £250M
Local people have been left shocked
and bewildered after Labour’s
Parliamentary Spokesperson
Simon Danczuk called for a halt to
our much needed Town Centre
Redevelopment plans.  Speaking in
the Rochdale Observer, Danczuk
called for plans for the £250M town
centre redevelopment to be put on
hold. Councillor Dale Mulgrew
said, “I am shocked that Mr
Danczuk, pictured right with
unpopular Prime Minister Gordon
Brown, has made this ill-judged bid
that could put all our ambitious plans

in jeopardy!
Local
people are
used to him
undermining
Rochdale
almost daily as an outsider, but to
try and deprive us of a much needed
economic boost, hundreds of
building and retail jobs and much
more is unforgivable.  We will
continue to work hard and deliver
real solutions to the problems
caused by decades of Labour
neglect.  This type of irresponsible
comment is just the type of attitude
that led to Labour losing power only
a couple of years ago!”

“ROCHDALE’S prospective Labour
parliamentary candidate has called for
plans for the £250M town centre re-
development to be put on hold.”
Rochdale Observer  04/03/09


