
Your local Lib Dem Team has re-launched their bid to save
Rochdale Infirmary from Government cuts after renewed
warnings from senior healthcare workers that emergency
services are at breaking point.
Rochdale’s MP Paul Rowen is calling for an urgent review of the
‘crazy’ proposals to downgrade the Infirmary’s Accident and
Emergency department.

He said: “It is clear from my meetings with staff that services are at
breaking point. I warned the government when they made the
decision to downgrade both our accident & emergency and
maternity units that this would lead to services across Greater
Manchester being stretched so far that it would have a detrimental
effect on patient care. We have to put the needs of local people
first. I am calling for the government to urgently review its decision
and not downgrade our hospital."

Local Councillor Alan Taylor said:“It is essential that we keep
these vital services local. For me, like the axing of our Post Offices,
this is yet another thoughtless decision by the Labour Government
that is going to affect many communities not only in Healey but
across the whole of Rochdale. Please sign the petition overleaf.
Your support is vital!”

Save Our Hospital
* MP Calls for an urgent
review of ‘crazy’ decision

Rochdale’s MP Paul Rowen at Downing
Street with members of the Friend’s of
Our Hospital Campaign - presenting to
the government their signed petitions.

Your local team: Councillors
Alan Taylor, Elwyn Watkins
and Tom Bailey - Putting
Healey FIRST!

Focus is delighted to announce that this
year’s council tax rise is set to be the
lowest since 1996/1997!
Healey Councillor and Leader of
Rochdale Council Alan Taylor said: “We
proposed a council tax increase of 3.7%, the
LOWEST FOR 12 YEARS, which I believe
represents the careful balance between
investing in maintaining our services and
affordability. Gone are the days when
Rochdale was led by the Labour Party and we
would regularly  have to suffer council tax
rises of 6, 7 or even 8%!

Councillor Taylor added: “In Conservative
led Trafford they have hiked up their council
tax by well over 5% and in Labour led Salford
they are cutting over 300 jobs. Our budget
contains the lowest council tax increase for
over a decade, no cuts to services and no
cuts to jobs. It is a sensible budget and one
that will put Rochdale, during these hard
economic times, in good stead for the next
year. We are determined to make sure that
the council’s services are delivering real
value for money for local residents. ”

Healey Councillor and
Leader of Rochdale
Council Alan Talyor.



Keep
the
Faith!

Save Our Services
I/We, the undersigned, call on the Labour Government to stop the downgrading of
our Maternity and A&E services.  Rochdale needs these services, not more cuts.

Name(s)
Email/Phone
Address
Please Return to: Healey Lib Dems, FREEPOST OL5575, Rochdale, OL16 1ZZ
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Your Lib Dem Team for our area
Councillor Elwyn Watkins

28 Daniel Fold
Rochdale, OL12 7JU

Tel: 350349
elwyn.watkins@rochdale.gov.uk

Councillor Tom Bailey
24 Nooks Farm

Syke, Rochdale, OL12 0SH
Tel: 667151

 tom.bailey@rochdale.gov.uk

Councillor Alan Taylor
223 Huddersfield Road
Rochdale, OL16 3TA

Tel: 840388
alan.taylor1@rochdale.gov.uk

Healey Liberal Democrats are backing The Dale for
promotion in what promises to be a tight end to the
season.
Healey Councillor Tom Bailey, who went to the League
Two Play Off Final last season, said: “I was bitterly
disappointed to see the boys lose out to Stockport last season.
However, I was delighted to see the club receive the Freedom
of the Borough only weeks later.
Tom added: “With only a a handful of games it is going to be a
nail biting end to the season but I have every confidence that
our lads will do it this year!”

Healey’s
Hilary
Elected by
Lib Dems
Focus is delighted to reveal that local Healey
campaigner, Hilary Rodgers, has been successfully
elected as the new Liberal Democrat Constituency
Chairman.
Hilary, who lives on Hollow Brook Way, said: “I am delighted
that local party members have shown their faith in me by
backing me as their chair. The Liberal Democrats both in
Healey and across Rochdale are a growing, progressive party.
We have full control of the Council and the local MP which just
goes to show that people believe in what we stand for. Over
the next year I will be campaigning hard on the issues that
matter to local residents both in Healey and across Rochdale.”

Rochdale MP Paul Rowen has stepped up his call for an
end to fuel poverty amongst pensioners.
Paul, who is the Lib Dem Shadow Minister for Works and
Pensions, spoke up about issues affecting pensioners in a
recent debate in parliament. He has told the Government that
they have not put enough pressure on fuel companies to

reduce bills and he repeated his call for a restoration of the
link between pensions and earnings
Paul said: “The Government has not tackled fuel poverty.
They seem to be more interested in bailing out our bankers
than helping our pensioners. I will be continuing my campaign
to eradicate poverty amongst pensioners.”


