
Save Our Hospital
* MP Calls for an urgent
review of ‘crazy’ decision

Lowest Council Tax
Increase in 12 Years!

Focus is delighted to announce that this year’s council tax rise
is set to be the lowest since 1996/1997!
Kingsway Councillor Mark Birkett  said: “Your Lib Dem Team
proposed a council tax increase of 3.7%, the LOWEST FOR 12
YEARS, which I believe represents the careful balance between
investing in maintaining our services and affordability. Gone are the
days when Labour controlled our council and we would regularly see
our council tax rising 6, 7 or even 8%!

Councillor Birkett added: “In Conservative led Trafford they have
hiked up their council tax by well over 5% and in Labour led Salford
they are cutting over 300 jobs. Our budget contains the lowest council
tax increase for over a decade, no cuts to services and no cuts to jobs.
It is a sensible budget and one that will put Rochdale, during these hard
economic times, in good stead for the next year .”

Your local Lib Dem Team has re-launched their bid to save
Rochdale Infirmary from Government cuts after renewed
warnings from senior healthcare workers that emergency
services are at breaking point.
Rochdale’s MP Paul Rowen is calling for an urgent review of the
‘crazy’ proposals to downgrade the Infirmary’s Accident and
Emergency department.

He said: “It is clear from my meetings with staff that services are at
breaking point. I warned the government when they made the
decision to downgrade our accident and emergency that it would
lead to services across Greater Manchester being stretched so far
that it would have a detrimental effect on patient care. I am calling
for the government to urgently review its decision and not
downgrade our hospital."

Local Councillor Mark Birkett said:“I am delighted that the
campaign has been given a new lease of life. For me, like the axing of
our Post Offices, this is yet another thoughtless decision by this
Labour Government that is going to affect many communities across
Rochdale and especially here in Kingsway. Please sign our
petition overleaf.”

Rochdale’s MP Paul Rowen at Downing
Street with members of the Friend’s of
Our Hospital Campaign - presenting to
the government their signed petitions.

Councillors Naim Mahmud and Mark
Birkett are delighted at the lowest
council tax rise for 12 years!



Rochdale MP Paul Rowen has been busy
speaking out about the terrible conflict in
Gaza.
Paul recently gave a speech to well over 100,000
people in Hyde Park about the issue, has been
working with Leader of the Liberal Democrats, Nick
Clegg MP, on forming national policy and has also put

forward an EDM calling on the BBC to air the Gaza
appeal.
Paul said: “Hundreds of people have been killed
over the last few weeks and I want to see justice for
Palestine. I want to stop the massacre that is taking
place and I have called for a full inquiry of War
Crimes by the International Criminal Court.

Recently, your local Lib Dem run council launched the
‘Big Clean,’ giving you the chance to tell us which
areas you think should be tidied up with the extra
£100,000 that they provided.
Councillor David Clayton said: “The scheme has been a
huge success and I want to thank all local residents that took
the time to contact us with their suggestions of areas we
should be looking at. During the last year we have also re-
introduced the man with a brush on our streets and provided
new graffiti and gum removing equipment. We hope that the
‘Big Clean’ will now become an annual event and we will
continue to look into new ways of keeping our area tidy.”

Save Our Services
I/We, the undersigned, call on the Labour Government to stop the downgrading of
our Maternity and A&E services.  Rochdale needs these services, not more cuts.

Name(s)
Email/Phone
Address
Please Return to: Kingsway Lib Dems, FREEPOST OL5575, Rochdale, OL16 1ZZ

Paul Rowen MP
142A, Drake Street,

Rochdale, OL16 1PS
T: (01706) 712186

paul@paulrowen.co.uk
 www.paulrowen.co.uk

Your Lib Dem Team for our area

Help for
Local
Businesses
Focus is delighted to announce that Rochdale Liberal
Democrats have re-affirmed their support for local
businesses
Kingsway Councillor Naim Mahmud said: “At this difficult
time it’s vital that our local businesses get all the help and
support they need from our council. The Liberal Democrats in
Rochdale have worked hard to do this in a number of ways
such as paying invoices more quickly, holding free advice
surgeries for struggling local businesses and setting up a Beat
the Crunch Team.  This help can be the difference between a
business surviving or going under and I call on our Government
to show the same commitment we have. I promise that we will
continue to work hard to help local businesses.”

Cleaning
Our
Area
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Councillor David Clayton
31 Deepdale Avenue
Rochdale OL16 4AN

Tel: 667236
david.clayton

@rochdale.gov.uk

Councillor Mark Birkett
3, No 1 Court,

Newbold Street
Rochdale OL16 5AJ
Tel: 07944 814297

Mark.birkett
@rochdale.gov.uk

Councillor Naim Mahmud
300 Kingsway,

Rochdale OL16 4AP
Tel: 341890

naim.mahmud
@rochdale.gov.uk


