
Councillor Alan Taylor

Protect Healey Dell

Recent studies have shown that Healey Dell is one
of  the jewels in Rochdale’s Crown.  Ecologically
it is a site of  National Importance and the people

of  the Rochdale Borough are rightly proud of  it.
Healey Councillor and Rochdale Lib Dem Leader - Alan

Taylor has pledged his support to keep the Dell special.
Speaking to Rochdale News he said, “My dog - Poppy often

takes me for a walk in the Dell but I didn’t realise the ecological
importance until these recent reports came out. People in the area
are rightly concerned about any development on this land at
Healey Hall Mills.  To be honest this is a mess but any potential
development needs to be sympathetic and not compromise the
beauty or the ecological value of  the Dell.  I can assure the people
of  Rochdale that I will keep a keen eye on this.”

Many of our Community
Centres faced job cuts and

some even faced with closure when
both Labour and the Tories tried to
take £100,000 off our Community
Centre budgets.

But now the Labour / Conservative
pact at Rochdale Town hall has had
to make a humiliating climb down.
Following pressure from your Liberal
Democrat Councillors, Community
Centre bosses and hundreds of users
across the Rochdale Borough the
Council has changed its mind and will
look to find the money elsewhere.

Spotland and Falinge Councillor
Peter Clegg who was concerned about
the affect on Spotland Community
Centre - said, “I am delighted that the
Council has made this U-turn.  I think
the Labour and Conservative Councillors
responsible should apologise for creating

the worry and uncertainty that dozens
of people faced.  I was shocked when I
found out that when the original
decision was made, not a single
Conservative or Labour Councillor
even bothered to speak up and fight
against this decision.”

Central Rochdale Councillor -
Shah  Wazir spoke of surprise about
the original decision - saying, “I
couldn’t believe it when Labour and
the Conservatives came up with this
one - FOUR Community Centres
were targeted in Central Rochdale
alone. The Lib Dems will make sure
that our Community Centres are
safeguarded financially in future.  We
will also keep an eye on the Lab/Con
Council to make sure that they don’t
drop any more financial headaches at
the door of any of our Community
Centres.”
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Vera is Rochdale’s Hero!

Paul Rowen MP
with Vera Hurst
and Cllr. Jean
Ashworth

A proud Vera Hurst was
presented with a
certificate at a Special

Ceremony on the Terrace at the
House of  Commons, along with
other heroes from across the
country who were being awarded
for their voluntary work. Paul
Rowen MP specially nominated
Vera as a 'local hero' from
Rochdale, for an outstanding

contribution to Age Concern, and
the 'Friends of  Rochdale
Infirmary'.

Cllr. Paul Rowen MP said, "I am
delighted to invite Vera to this
unique event, Vera is one of
Rochdale's unsung heroines.  She
has been a member of  Age Concern
for over 17 years.  She has helped
organised meals on wheels for the
elderly and also works for The

Rochdale Bereavement Service,
where at least three people receive
counselling from her every week.
She has been one of the main
reasons for the success of  The
Friends of  Rochdale Infirmary -
this recognition is long overdue.
There are hundreds of  people who
work in the voluntary sector in
Rochdale but the sheer workload of
Vera made this decision easy."

by Cllr. Jean Ashworth

Stop playing politics with Spodden Valley

Cllr. William Hobhouse has accused the Labour and
Conservatives on the Rochdale Township of  ignoring the
pleas of  campaigners, and playing politics with Spodden

Valley.  At a meeting of  the Rochdale Township, campaigners
from the "Save Spodden Group" pleaded with Councillors to work
together and campaign for the best interests of  local people.

Cllr. William Hobhouse was
shocked when Labour and
Conservative Councillors joined
together to try and remove
himself  and his wife Wera from
the TBA Working Party.

"Any all-party working group
must reflect the balance of  the
Council and for them to try and
dictate which Councillors are to go
on the group is not on!  The
Councillors that have been vital to
this issue are: Alan Taylor, Paul
Rowen MP, Tom Stott, Elwyn
Watkins, Wera and William
Hobhouse (5 Lib Dem and 1 Lab).
I deplore Tom Stott's attempt to
politicise the Working Party. It is
very sad that he puts his own

political agenda above the public
health agenda of  the TBA
development." commented
William.

Since the election, Paul Rowen
MP has made 2 key speeches in
the Commons to bring the issue
to wider national attention. At
local level, the footpath through
the site has been reopened
following massive local pressure.

 Concern now centres on the
piles of  old factory rubble which
was recently revealed to contain
up to 1% asbestos. William
concluded: “Safe development will
only be achieved by continual
vigilance. This will be a long and
difficult campaign.”

by Greg Couzens
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