
‘Welcome Home’
says SajNorth West Euro MP Sajjad Karim was at

Heathrow airport to welcome home
Mirza Tahir Hussain following his
release from prison after Pakistan

President Pervez Musharraf had
intervened and commuted his death
sentence to life imprisonment.

In a statement read out on his behalf by
Sajjad Karim, Mirza Tahir said: "I

thank God for reuniting me with my
family today.

"It has been a tremendous
strain to be separated

from my family and
loved ones. I thank God
for giving me the faith
and strength to
persevere."

Mirza Tahir also
extended his thanks to
everyone who had
worked so hard and
tirelessly for his
release including

Prince Charles, MEP's and MP's and not least
his brother Amjad who has dedicated himself to
seeing Mirza Tahir back home in Leeds.

Saj Karim, Chair of the European Parliament
Friends of Pakistan Group, said: "This is one of
those occasions when it is extremely rewarding
and satisfying to see the outcome of the efforts of
so many people.

"I was delighted to be able to be there to welcome
Mirza Tahir home and honoured to be asked by
his family to read out a statement on his behalf.
I was particularly impressed with the strength,
courage and positive attitude that Mirza Tahir
displayed despite the terrible ordeal he has had
to endure.

"Despite everything he has gone through he has
remained strong, showed no bitterness for
having spent half of his life in prison and was in
very good spirits when he arrived back on
British soil for the fist time in 18 years.

"There are not many days in politics that are as
rewarding as this one has been," Saj concluded.

By Councillor
Khalid Mahmood

They say that senior politicians
only visit places like Rochdale,
when they want your vote.  It was

only 18 months ago that the likes of Tony
Blair, John Prescott, Gordon Brown etc.
Headed here for the General Election.
Only to dissapear back to London once
the votes were counted.  The Liberal
Democrats are different though - Since

May, Senior Liberal Democrats have
visited our Town.  Deputy Leader of the
Party -  Vince Cable MP has been here, as
has our Environment Spokesperson -
Chris Huhne MP.  Recently, Liberal
Democrat Leader - Sir Menzies Campbell
MP came. Rochdale News sent
Bamford Campaigner Andrew
Abbott to have a word.

Q. Firstly, welcome to Rochdale, can you tell me why
you are here?
A. I am here to congratulate the Liberal Democrats on
their Election success.  The Party has performed well
here, firstly with my colleague Paul Rowen MP and then
the Council Group led by Council
Leader Alan Taylor.
Q.  So how are you settling in
your job?

A.  We don’t pretend that the last
year has been easy but there are
many challenges that lie ahead.
We are the party that puts
substance ahead of spin.  Tony
Blair’s legacy will be one of having
spinned the values out of politics.
Along comes Conservative
Cameron and says, ‘I will be a
better manager, we agree with most of the education bill
and we can manage it better.’  I don’t believe there’s
room in British politics for another management
company but there is more room for a party which has a
real sense of its values.

Q.What should the Liberal Democrats do now they
have power in Rochdale?
A.  The most important thing to do is make your mark.
In the North-West alone, we are either in joint or full
control of 10 Councils.  We have a vital job to do and I am

proud to see the Liberal
Democrats doing such a good job.
Liberal Democrat Councils are
Customer focused, listening to
residents.  Labour have taken
people for granted for far too long
and in urban areas the
Conservative Party are
increasingly irrelevant.
Q. What next for the Liberal
Democrats?
A. For yourselves in Rochdale, it
should be strengthening your

position on the Council.  Nationally, we will continue
positive policies that put people first, improve our
public services and protect our environment. We have a
duty to pass on a world fit for our children and grand-
children.

Sir Menzies meets Sir Cyril and
Norman Smith in Rochdale.

ASKING THE
QUESTIONS -
Bamford Campaigner
Andrew Abbott

Climate Change was
the topic of Paul
Rowen MP’s latest
Conference.  The
event, held at
Richmond Hall was a
great success

It was part of the Friends
of the Earth BIG ASK
Event, aimed at
improving awareness of
the problems facing us.
Councillor Wera
Hobhouse said, “The
event was a real eye
opener and I thank Paul
for organising it..  There

are simple things we can
all do actively recycling is
one, also using energy
efficient lightbulbs, not
leaving appliances on
stand by are others we
learnt.  FOR MORE INFO
On Recycling please call
the Council Helpline on
01706 864 230.

The work on new traffic
lights on the Manchester
Road at Highfield

Hospital and New Barn Lane
are due to commence around
February.
The main works to convert the
Sudden and Tesco roundabouts

to traffic lights - similar to the
Sandbrook Park interchange-
will not start before the Spring.
William Hobhouse says: my top
priority is to work closely with
Council officers and the
contractors to ensure that there
is the least possible disruption

for the duration. My next
priority is to insist upon as
much tree and shrub planting
as possible so that, as trees have
to be cut down, others are
planted and the area does not
turn into a concrete jungle.

Since being elected in May,
Councillor Mark Birkett has
been busy keeping his promises
to the people of Kingsway,
Newbold and Belfield.  One of
the things he promised was to
set up Community Groups
alongside Councillor David
Clayton to look at how to
improve our environment.
Councillor Birkett said, “Since
being elected in May, I have been
involved in setting up brand-
new neighbourhood forums

across our area; the first three
are already up and running in
the Belfield and Newbold
areas. The groups have
already set up new websites,
planted trees, organised litter
pick days  and many other
community events. I have also
offered my support to such
groups already in existence.”
For further information on
how to start a community
group please call Councillor
Birkett on 07944 814 297.

STOP PRESS: Townhead roundabout Consultation has started. Rochdale Township Chair and Healey Ward Councillor Elwyn Watkins is
encouraging as many people as possible to have their say. For more information call 647474 and ask for the Consultation Team.

Kingsway getting into community spirit


